Lifejacket requirements in South
Australia

Mew regulations relating to wearing lifgjackets will come Into effect
from 1 December 2017 and all boaters need to know what to do
to make sure that they, and thelr crew comply.

Special provisions for children

When a lifejacket is required to be worn by children less than 12
years of age or 40 kg, the lifgjacket must not be of the type that
Inflates.

Motor boats less than 4.8 metres in length:

Everyone on board the vessel must wear a lifejacket suitable for
thelr area of operation and activity, at all times when underway or
at anchar.

Boats 4.8 metres to 12 metres in length - with or without an
engine:

Children of or under 12 years of age must wear a lifelacket at all
times when on the open deck, at all times when underway or at
anchaor.

In clrcumstances of helghtened risk, each occupant in the open
area of a vessel of not less than 4.8 m but not more than 12 min
length must, at all times while the vessel is underway or at anchor,
wear a lifgacket level 100 or above In unprotected waters or a
level 50 or 508 In semi-protected or protected waters.,

* When operating alone

* When operating after sunset or before sunrise

+ When the boat |s disabled

* When crossing an ocean bar

+ Af times of restricted visibility

# When In an area subject to gale, storm force, hurricans force,
thunderstorm or severs weather warning from the Bureau of
Metearology

# When reasonably directed to do so by the master of the vessel.

Tender vessels

If & motor vessd s a tender to another vessel the occupants must
wear a lifglacket in accordance with the requirements st out
above, in accordance with the boat length.

Dragon boats

When operating In unprotected waters all persons aboard must
wear a lifgacket level 100, or level 50,

When operating In sami protected waters or protected waters, a
level 100, 50 or 508,

Other craft

Surf ski's, Paddleboards, including Stand-up paddieboards
when operating on Protected Waters all perscns aboard
must wear a lifgjacket of level 100, 50 or 508,

When operating In s2ml protected waters more than 400
metras from shore, a level 100 or level 50.

It Is Important that each person on board has an approved
lifelacket suitable for the activity and area that they intend to
boat In. If unsure go to www.ondeck.sa.gov.au

The waters in South Australia are divided into 3 categories,
which Influence the type of lifejacket required — dependeant
on the activity.

PROTECTED WATERS

Inland waters other than Lakes Alexandrina and Albert -
Level 50= or higher — depending on the activity

Boating — 508 or higher
» Personal water craft (PWC) — level 50 or 508 only
Water-skiing — Level 50 or 508

Stand up paddleboard, canoe, kayak, surf-ski or
surfboard — 508 or higher

SEMI PROTECTED WATERS

Waters inshore of a line 2 nautical miles seaward of the low
water mark of a coast or of the banks of Lakes Alexandrina
and Albert

Boating — 505 or higher

& PWC — level 50 or 508 only

* Canoe or kayak — 508 or higher
Sallboard, Kiteboard

-~ = 400 metres frorm shore — 508 or higher
~ = 400 metres from shore — 100 or higher

UNPROTECTED WATERS

Waters greater than 2 nautical miles seaward of the low
water mark of a coast or of the banks of Lakes Alexandrina
and Albert

* Boating — level 100 or higher

®* Canoe, kayak, rowboat — Level 50 or higher with whistle
attached

Level 150

A level 150 (also referred to as PFD Type 1) provides greater

buoyancy support when a higher level of performance s needed.

* fay be inflatable and If so must be serviced every 12 months
ar in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions

* Designed to kesp you In a *face up’ floating position
# Sultable for general boating In all waters
* Mot to be worm on PWGC

Level 100

Alevel 100 (also referred to as PFD Type 1) is designed to keep
vou In a safe ‘face up' floating position.

* They are the minimum requiremeant for sami protected and
unprotected waters
* They can be waorn for general boating in all waters

+ Mot to be worn on PWC

Level 50

Lewvel 50 (also referred to as PFD Type 2) have less buoyancy than
a level 100 and will not rotate yvou to a face up' floating position.

+ Mormally used for salling, kayaking, canoeing, wind surfing and
an PWC

Level 50S

Alevel 503 (also referred to as PFD Type 3) has similar buoyancy
characteristics to the level 50 but s manufactured in & wider
range of colours.,

* Favoured by waterskiers, wakeboarders, kayalkers and canoelsts

# They may also be avallable as a bullt in garrnent
(eq watersking wet suif)
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Make sure your lifejacket fits!

[t's & good Idea to try the lifglacket on in the shop before

yaou by it.

* Choose a lifgjacket for vour welght range and make sure
the sizedcut of the Ifejacket is sultable. It should fit snugly
without being confining or fding up on your body.

* Make sure the neck section does not ride up around your
head.

* A crotch strap will prevent your lifgjacket from sliding up
around your neck and will prevent vou from falling out of
the bottom of the lifglacket, which Is especlally Important
fior children.

* Choosa a lifgjacket that i appropriate for the location you
will be boating in and for the activity.

COnce you have purchasad the lifgjacket and before you go
boating, put the lifgjacket on and become familiar with the
flotation characteristics In a controlled envircnment such as
a swimming pool.

Get a fed for the lifgjacket by moving about, swirmming and
floating. Try jumping from the side of the pool Into the water
—you will se2 the nead for a firm, fully fitted and correcthy
worn lifejacket.

Lifejacket checklist

< Do you have the rght lifejacket for the area you will be
boating in?

< Are your lifgackets sulted to your activity?

< Do you have enough lifejackets for everyone that will be
on board and are they the right size?

< Are you lifgackets in good condition and maintained
according to the manufacturers instructions?

+ If you are boating at night, do your lifejackets have
reflective tape to help others see you better? Consider
fitting water activated lights to vour lifejackets.

A label for a compliant lifejacket will include the
following:

* Manufacturers detalls

+ Certification information (Australian Standards)

* “ear of manufacture

* [Detalls on imitations of use

* Device level or type of lifgjacket

» How o wear, care for and operate your lifejacket
+ Body mass, alze and buovancy Information

sa.gov.au/boatingmarine
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Which lifejacket
do | need?
RESPECTING OUR WATERS — .rsaes

Be safe. Wear it.
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